
Photography Evaluation 



Visual Examination 

Art historians use visual examination to describe works of art. The 
formal analysis focuses on form rather than subject matter or 
historical context.  Analysis typically consists of two parts: 
description of the visual features of a work and study of their effects 
on the work as a whole. 

To describe visual properties systematically, art historians rely on an 
established set of terms and concepts. These include characteristics 
such as format, scale, composition, viewpoint, space, the use of form, 
line, color, light, and texture. 

In describing visual qualities, formal analysis usually identifies 
certain features contributing to the work's overall impression. 



What is "composition"? 

The term composition refers to the arrangement of the elements 
within a work of art or photography, the interplay between the 
subject matter, the foreground, background, and other elements in 
the photograph. 



Technical Aspects of Photography 

Focal Length 

Depth of Field 

Aperture 

Exposure Time / Shutter Speed 

Focus / Clarity 

ISO / Grain (Noise) 

White Balance / Color Cast 

Contrast / High or Low Key 

Hue / Saturation / Luminance 

Highlights / Midtones / Shadows 

Elements of Art 

Line 

Shape  

Form 

Color 

Space 

Texture 

Surface 

Depth 

Light 

Shadow 

Principals of Composition 

Balance 

Symmetry  

Emphasis 

Movement 

Proportion 

Scale 

Pattern 

Rhythm 

Unity 



Principles of Composition 

  
Symmetry/Balance- Balance is the impression of equilibrium in composition, 
described as symmetrical, asymmetrical, or radial. 

Emphasis- Emphasis refers to the main center of interest, the place where your eye 
first lands. 

Rhythm / Movement- Rhythm and movement refer to the motion captured in the 
image. 

Proportion / Scale - Proportion is the size relationship of parts to a whole and one 
another. Scale refers to relating size to a constant. 

Pattern- Pattern refers to the repetition or reoccurrence of a design element, exact or 
varied, which establishes a visual beat. 

Unity- Unity is achieved when the components of a work of art are perceived as 
harmonious, giving the work a sense of completion. 



Elements of Art 

Line- Line is the path of a point moving through space. 

Shape / Form- Shape implies spatial form and is usually 
perceived as two- dimensional. Form has depth, length, and 
width and resides in space, and is three-dimensional. 

Color - Colors all come from the three primaries and black 
and white. They have three properties – hue, value, and 
intensity. 

Texture- Texture refers to the tactile qualities (actual) or the 
visual representation of such surface qualities (implied). 

Space / Depth/ Perspective- Space refers to the area in 
which the art has been arranged. Perspective is representing 
a volume of space or a 3-dimensional object on a flat surface. 

Light/Shadow/Value - Value refers to relative lightness and 
darkness and varying levels of contrast. 



Technical Aspects of Photography 

Focal Length:  The distance between the optical center of a lens and the point at which the light rays from 
the object are brought to focus. 

Depth of Field: The zone of acceptable sharp focus in a photograph, extending in front of and behind the 
subject. The area that is most precisely focused by the lens. 

Aperture: the opening in a lens that admits light. The aperture's size can be varied to regulate the amount 
of light passing through the lens to the film/image receptor. 

Exposure Time / Shutter Speed:  The total amount of light allowed to pass through the lens to the film, as 
controlled by both aperture size and shutter speed. 

Focus / Clarity: Sharp, blurry, or motion. 

ISO / Grain (Noise): The image receptor sensitivity to light. Grain refers to the granular texture appearing 
to some degree in all processed photographic materials. The more sensitive, or faster, or higher the ISO - 
the courser the grain will be. 

White Balance / Color Cast:  Terms describing the color quality, particularly the redness or blueness that 
the light source cast over the image. 

Contrast / High or Low Key: A term describing the prevailing tone of a photograph. High key refers to a 
predominantly light image. Low-key refers to a mostly dark one. 

Hue / Saturation / Luminance: The intensity of color in the photograph. 

Highlights / Midtones / Shadows: the whites and bright spaces within the photograph are the highlights
—the dark areas within the picture are the shadows. Everything else in between is the mid-tone aspect of 
the image. 



Description

Analysis

Subjective Interpretation

Subjective Evaluation Conclusion



Description:  

Objectively describe what is seen in the photograph. 

Avoid subjective terms that denote value judgments.  

Try not to use adjectives such as pretty or blemish.  

Instead, focus on factual/objective information, such 
as a lake, or a fence.



What is the main subject matter 
in the picture? 

What is in the foreground, mid-
ground, background? 

Is the subject matter clear or 
obscured? 

Are elements in the scene 
distracting from the main 
subject? 

What “Principals of 
Composition” are being used? 



Principals of 
Composition 

1.Balance 

2.Symmetry  

3.Emphasis 

4.Movement 

5.Proportion 

6.Scale 

7.Pattern 

8.Rhythm 

9.Unity 



Analysis:  

Objectively describe how the 
elements of art used in conjunction 
with the technical aspects in the 
photograph?  



What colors are used and how? 

What shapes and forms are there in light and shadow? 

Are there any leading lines and if so, where is your eye lead? 

Is there any use of contrast?  

Is there any use of pattern?  

Is there any use of texture? 

Is there a sense of space or perspective? 

Are there any special post-production techniques employed by the photographer? 

What technical aspects of photography are apparent?  

 Are the technical aspects enhancing or distracting from the subject matter? 



Subjective Interpretation:  

What is the theme, concept, or meaning of the 
photograph? 



“Rock Lobster”

 Is there a relationship 
between the title of the 
picture or the artist’s 
statement that suggests a 
theme? 

 What areas of the image do 
you notice first?  

 Is there a story being told? 

 Does this picture evoke a 
memory, emotion, or mood? 

 Is there a symbol, metaphor, 
or hidden meaning in the 
picture? 



 Subjective Evaluation Conclusion: 

What is your evaluation of the photograph, 
based on steps 1,2,& 3? 



What technical aspects of 
photography stand out or take away 
from this image? 

What “principles of composition” 
stand out or take away from this 
image? 
 

What “elements of art” stand out or 
take away from this image? 
 

 Is what you are seeing and feeling 
supporting the image? 
 

What are the outstanding elements of 
this image? 

What stands out to make this a 
“winning” image? 



Before Edit After 



Professional Photographers of America  
International Photographic Competition

They use the 12 Elements of a Merit Image 
to grade images on a 100-point scale.

https://www.ppa.com/ppmag/articles/
12-elements-of-a-merit-image

http://www.ppa.com/ipc


CENTER OF INTEREST: This is where an image’s creator wants a viewer’s 
attention focused. There may be primary and secondary centers of interest. 
Sometimes all the elements in an image work together to create the center of 
interest.

SUBJECT MATTER: The subject matter is central to the story being told, so the 
subject should sync with the story. 

STORY TELLING: The image evokes the viewer’s imagination. While the act of 
creating is a personal thing, so too is the act of viewing. Each image is a story, and 
the one it tells a viewer may be unique to that person. 

IMPACT: Compelling images evoke emotion—laughter, sadness, anger, pride.



TECHNICAL EXCELLENCE: The quality of the actual image as presented for 
viewing. Aspects such as retouching, sharpness, printing, color, and exposure 
should be spot on.

TECHNIQUE: The approaches used to create the image—lighting, posting, 
capture, presentation—work together to be effective. 

COLOR BALANCE:  Colors work together to evoke feelings in the viewer. 
For example, it can bring harmony to an image and enhance the emotional 
appeal. It can also be incongruous to arouse diverse feelings. 

LIGHTING: The image demonstrates excellence in the use and control of light, 
whether natural or additive. Light informs dimensions and shape, sets tone and 
mood, and enhances the image.



STYLE: The subject matter meshes with the presentation. Style can also include 
the characteristic ways that an artist applies his or her specific lighting, posing, or 
compositional style to underscore the desired impact. 

COMPOSITION: The visual elements of an image come together to express 
intent, whether that’s to please the viewer or otherwise. The viewer’s attention 
is captured and directed where the artist plans it to be. 

CREATIVITY: The image is original, fresh, and an external expression of the 
maker’s imagination.

PRESENTATION: The way an image is showcased gives it a finished look. 
Everything in the presentation—mats, borders, color choices—should work to 
enhance the image.   


